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COMING OF CHRIST.

JOSHUA V. TIMES, EDITOR.]

VYOL. 1.

—

Hlustration of Prophecy.

THE RIGHT USE OF PROPHECY, AND
THE DUTY OF ATTENDING TO IT.

Mr. Eoiror—There is a work in my posses-
sion which I have been exceedingly anxious to
see reprinted. For depth of Seriptural research—
ehristian courtesy, united with christian fidelity,
and a deference to Gods word, this author
stands, in my opinion, second to none whose
writings it has beenr my privilege to peruse.—

. With your permission, I propese to transeribe
portions of his first Lecture, to give your read-
ers an idea of the work, should it {az Trost it
wili) be reprinted in this country. The work
bears the following title : * Lectures on the Se-
cond Advent,” by the Rev. W, Burgh.

Yours, truly.
A BIBLE READER.

#* We have also a more sure word of prophe-
ey : Whereunto ye do well that ye 1ake heed,
as unto a light that shineth in a dark place,
until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in
your hearts.” 2 Peter 1. 19.

In propesing to direet attention to the second
advent of the Lord Jesus Christ, and attendant
events, I wouid not conceal that I approach the
subject with feelings of deep respensibility, and
much anxiety; responsibility, such 1 trust as
should ever auach to the treating of any subject
believed to be revealed in the * Word of God,”
and anxiety, much and painful anxiety, from
the too certain anticipation of the way in which
the attempt will be received, For, on the one
hand, jtis not to be expected that the unisterest-
ed in divine truth-—those who are unhappily
indifferent to religlon—will regard this subject
(though of immnense concern to such) with more
attentior: than they give to other religious sub-
jects; nay, ratherat is but too certain that they
will agree in denouncing this as outdoing all
vthers in exiravagance and enthusiasm. While,
on the other hand, the truly Christian—those ou:
whose apprabation zud encouragement the ad-
vocate of iraths, to the world unwelcome, might,
we would suppose, at all times calculate—have,
in this instance, for the most patt, joined in the
same opinion and verdict, and preferred a charge,
which, from the lips of a christian, is far more
to be considered than the scorn and oppesition
of alt the world combined—have agreed 10 chat-
acterize (e present enguiry as ‘speculative, and
worse than unprofitabe ! These feelings, and
the consciousness of these circumstances, have
suggested the expediency of makisg some ob-
servations on * the use of prophecy, and duty of
attending o it,” though, at the same time, [
must confess | feel that they ought not to be ne-
cessary :—for is prophecy, or not, part of the
Word of Ged? And s all Bcripture profitable 2
If so, where can be the question as to the use of
prophecy ¢ Where the doubt as to the duty of
giving eariest heed to it? A vse, 1 am aware,
there is indeed admitted to be ; but one which,
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instead of warranting investigation of this pot-
tion of inspired, Scriptures, Is made the very
ground of opposing it—a use which, I must say,
renders it useless for the purpose for which it
was delivered, namely : ' That propheey was
designed of God, only to furmsh, by s fulfil-
went, evidence of the truth of the Scripturesand
of the christian religion; or,in other werds, is
useful only when looked back on as fulfilied. ”
Whence it is inferred not only that it is useless
1o lock at it prospectively, but that {as might in
that case be expected) it cannot as prophecy and
10 proszect be undersiocd. 1. however, venture
0 maintain that # es wsefeel, and therefure intel-
ligible as prophecy, not as bistory ; and more—
that being given and designed as such, {or cer-
tain uses, the neglect of 2t is dangerows, And
first, T would say that prophecy 1s designed, and
therelore profitable for waerning—warning of
evil coming and existing, and lot preservation|
from its influence. It proceeds on the fact ofy
the co-existence of the systems of Christianity
and anti-Christianity in the world; the latter,
supported in its hostility to the former by all the
wiles, devices and power of satan, the history of
which is given in epiiome in the first promise of
redempiion :(—" T will pat enmity betweén thee
and the woman, and beuveen thy seed and her
seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise his heel,” Gen. i1i. 18, In other words,
it is here disclosed to us that satan, who, by the
fall of man, has gained, for a while, the dread
but fatal pre-eminence of ** Prince of the power
of the alr™—"prince and God of this world
and of whose devices, surely, we cannat be ig-
nerant, instizated by an unrelenting and deadly
hate to the Lord and to s Christ, was, from
that hour, to be engaged in a systematic plan of
opposition 1o the Redeemer, and to his redeem-
ed; and will any one, in view of such ¢ircum-
stances nnd situation in which the heliever, in-
dividually, and the church collectively, i,spiaced,J’
will any one say that warning is unnecessary!
But its necessity isadmived 1 then T say warn-
ing 18 prophecy—yen, all warning, in 1ts very]
nature, is the very meaning of the word, It is
God gracicusly vouchsafing to make His fore-
knowledge available to His church, by apprising
us of evil coming, whether in the way of trial or
of judgment, for both which purposes He mostly
serves himsell of the enemy and wicked. ¢ s
so available only as prophecy—unfulfilled pro-
phecy, and to deny the utility of this is to refuse
caution, to refuse to be warned, and deliberate-
ly to choose that the evil day should come upon
Us unawares.

Bui, says not the Seripture also, that this is
the use of prophecy 7 Or is not every instance
of a prophecy given an instance of this use, an
ilastration of the danger of neglecting, or the
benefit of giving heed to its warning voice?

Take the first that presents itself; look then
to Noah and the Antidiluvian World, Was
there no prophecy of the judgment which then
came upon the earth; or did not God say, be-

fare he came to the awful determination of “ng
lobger striving,” and conflieting with man and
his rebellion, that “ his days should be yet an
hundred and twenty vears,”” and earlier than
this, did not Enoch, in proximate reference to
this great typical day of judgment, predict the
Lord’s coming to execule ~ vengeance upon the
ungodly 77 (Jude.) And what was the wse of
prophecy ?  « By faith,” says the apostle, Heb.
x1. 7, % Noah being warned of God of things
not seen as vet, moved with fear, prepared an
ark to the saving of his house, by the which he
condemned the world and became heir of the
rightcousness which is by faith.”

Again, when the Lord would destroy Sodom
and Gomorrah, was there no prophecy 7 First,
asa mark of special faver and high considera-
tion, the eounsel is disclosed to the servant of
God. * Aud the Lord said, shall T Lide from
Abraham that thing which T do; for T know
him that he wili command his children and his
housebold afer him, and they shall keep the
way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment,”
Gen. xviil. 17, And—0 biessed and sanctified
use of prophecy! “the men turned their faces
from thenee and went toward Sodom, but Abra-
ham stood yet before the Lord. and Abraham
drew near end said wilt thon alse destroy the
righteons with the wicked?” Wor is this afl.
While one apart from the deveted city, and un-
known to its uzhappy people, was thus turning
the prophecy (o account, and interceding for
them, the purpose Is nextrevealed to another of
the servants of God, the only one found within
its walls, who, * dwelling among them, in see-
ing and heaving, vexed his rightesus soul from
day to day with their unlawful deeds;” and what
use doee he malke of the prophetic notice T
Warned himself, e geelis to warn others. He
addresses himself to those whom he had any
hope of influencing. * And Lot went out and
spake to his sons m law, which married his
daughiers, and said, up, get ye out of this place,
for the Lord will destray this city. But he seem-
ed as one that mocked unto hissons in law.”

Look now to the next scene of judgment.—
Look to Egypt. By how many signs and pre-
dictions was Pharnoh warned of the overthrow
that awaited him ; and O, what an example is
the neglectof prophecy ! And Israel! the nation
of prophets ! eradled and nurtured in prophecy !
What lesson have they left on record ! Weare
told—often do we hear it said, that this people
are “witnesses.” Withesses to the truth of
God—witnesses to the truth and inspiration of
tne Scriptures. Yea, witnesses to the truth of
prophecies which predicted their rain and de-
struction, now that they are fulfilled, and that
we can look back ou them. But how is it that
we will shut our eyes to the lesson which it
more behaves us to learn, and refuse the evi-
dence of that of which they are indeed witnesses?
Hear; then, nations of Christendom ! Hear it
apostate churches and people of the Gentiles t—
hear it while there is time—while Jet your
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jedgment is deferred ; read with profit the sen-
tence of Israel’s rejection, and urderstand the
history-of Jerusalemw’s ruin.  Israel is the wit-
ness,  Jerusalem is the monument of the dan-
ger of meglecting wunfidfilled prophecy—ryea,
vel unfulfilled, and yet instructive prophecy. Say
this only, or saith it not alse ane who could not
be mistaken ; who kanew well and folt for the
cause of Israel’s rejection :(—* And he beheld
“ the city and wept over it, sayiog, if thou hadst
“Lkaown, even thou, at least in this thy day,
“ihe things which belong to thy pesce! but
« NOW THEY ARE HID FROM THINE
«EYES. For the days shall come upon thee
* that thine enemies shall cast a wench abowt
% thee, and compass thee around, and keep thee
% in on every side ; and shalllay thee even with
* the ground, and thy children within the; and
“they shall not leave in thee one stone upon
“anothet; BEGAUSE THOU ENEWEST
« NOT THE TIME OF THY VISITA-
« TION.” Luke xix. 41; 44.

TWO WITNESSES.
Continued from page 172.

In what masner these prophets will be slain
—whether “ stoned or sawn assundér, or thrast
through with o dart"—-we have no positive in-
fermation : it will however be a death of vio-
lence. After the deed is consummated, what
becomes of their remains?  Are they decemly
interred by some friend, who, like Joseph of
Arithmatha, hegged the body of Jesus, and put
it in a new sepulchre?—or like the disciples of
John the Baptist, who, after he was beheaded,
took his body and buried it7 No—the utmost
contempt. is shown to them, verse 8. Their
dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great
city, which spititually is calied Sodom and
Egypt, where also our Lotd was crucified.
What city isintended '  Most commentators
say Rome. because this being the capital of the
Romish Church, from whence proceeded that
influence of wickedness and delusion which has
spread over many countsies, it isthence called, in
a spiritual sense, Sodom, Egypt, and a city
where our Lord has been' crucified; and they
deem themselves justified in this interpretation,
because it is expressly said, spiritually called
Sodom, &o.,—i. e. not hitterally called so. Since
the horrible blasphemies atiending the French
Revolution, at the close of the last century, ma-
ny have found a new place where the witnesses
were slain, and maka Paris the Sodom and
Ezypt where our Liovd was also crucified, and
the public declaration that the Bible was a fable,
the slaying of the Two Witnesses.

To arrive at the troe interpretation of this
passage, let us inquire what we are to under-
stand by the expression, * Spiritudlly calied So-
dom und Egypt”” Some understand itas though
it were transtated, * Called spiritual Sodom and
Egypt.”  Now a spisitaal Sodam, strictly speak-
ing, conveys zbout the same idea we would de-
rive from the phrase “ holy heli.”  Before So-
dom or Eeypt becomes a spiritual city, it must
lose its Sodomiiish or Egyptian characier, and
then it will no longer be the grave of haoly men,
put to death by violence. Others understand
the werd “ spirityally,’” as synonomous with fig-
uratizely ; this, though less abjectionable, 1s
still not free from objection. The word " spirit-
ually” occars in only two other passages in the
sacred Beripture, in neither of which will it ad-
it of being rendered figuratively, in Romans
viil. 7, the apostle declares to be spiritually
minded, is life and peace, Would any one tole-
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rate the expression to be figuratively minded,
&c. In 1 Cor ji. 14, The nalural man dis-
cerneth not the things of the Spirit, for they afe
foolishness to him; neither can he know them,
for they are spiritually discerned, whe would
translate figuratively diseerned. 1Y, then, © spir-
iteally minded” means mind of the Spiri, or
“ spiritually discerned,” discerned by the Spirit.
does not, © spiritually called,”” mean called by
the Spirit. Now, what city has been called by
the Spirit, Sodom and Egypt 7 We answer, Je-
rusalem. The Spirit by the mouth of the praph-
et [saiah, addresses her thus, Hear the word of
the Lord, O ye rulers of Sodom, and give ear
unto the law of our Lord, ye people of Gomor-
rah ; and by the mouth of the prophet Jeremiah |
he asks her— What hast thou to do in the way
of Egypt; the meaning of the word Egypptis
oppression, And in Jer. vi. 6, The Lord of
Hosts says, Hew down trees, and cast a mount
against Jerusalem. This is the city 1o be visit-
ed. She is wholly oppression in the midst of
her, Andin Zephaniah iii. 1, her Bodomitish
and Egyptian character is strongly declared.
“ Wo to her thatis filthy and polluted to the
oppressing ¢ity ; and there are other passages
in whieh the iniquity of Sodom and the oppres-
sion of Egypt is charged upon her.

But as these characteristics may possibly be
found to apply to other cities beside Jerusalem,
we are prevented {rom making any eother appli-
cation of them (at least, in the present instance)
by the subsequent clanse; ** the city where also
our Lord was erucified.” Observe, not “ shall
be crucified,” the future; but * was crucified,”

the past. Can any doubtnow remain of the city
referred to? In what place had our Lord been
erucified, at the time John wrote? Al history,
sacred-and profane, agree that, as he {oretold,—
Matt. xvi 21~—so0 it came to pass; in the city of
Jerusalem He received his trial and sentence,
and from thence was * led out to be crucified.”
If Jernsalem then be the city in which these two
witnesses shall be slain, it wiil be incumbent on
those who maintain that these two witpesses are
the twe_Testaments or Waldenses and Albigen-
ses, 10 show when and in what manner their
dead bodies ever lay in her sireets.

The circumstances recorded in verses 9 and 10

next claim onr attention. And they of the pee-
ple, and kindreds, and tongues, and natiods,
shall see their dead bodies three days and an
half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be
put in graves. And they that dwell npon the
earth shall rejoice aver them, and make merry.
and shall send gifis one to another; because
these two prophels tormented them that dwelt
on the eanth, From verse 9 it would seem that
a great-ranititude from various parts was gather-
ed together at Jerusalem abcut this tire, and
that this maltitude sympathised with the Beast
in his indignation -against these {wo prophets;
for they * beholding their dead bodies three days
and a balf, would not suffer them to be ‘put into
graves.” Such indignity shown 1o their remains,
displays the bitterest malignity to their prophet
ic character.

Now, is there any, ground to believe that afier
the restoration of the Jews, there will be a gen-
eral gathering together of the natiens agaiast
Jevusalem for hostile™purposes?  There is not
one future event more cleally revealed in the
prophets than this. Isaiah, Ezekiel, Joel, Mi-
cah, and othersy have all foretold it. Let tha
reader look at the following passages—Isa. Ixvi,
15,—Ezek. xxxviii. 14—23, andl xxxix. 17—22;

Joel 1ii. 1, 2; Micah iv. 11—13, These refer-

ences being too long to quote in full, let it sufe’
fice to record the testimony of Zacariah only.
Tn chapter xii. 2, 3, the Lord saith, # Behold, I
will ‘make Jerusalem a cupol trembling unto
all the peeple round about when they shall be
in the stege, both against Judah and Jerusalem.
Andin that day will I make Jerusatem a bur-
densome stone fur all people. All that burthen
themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though
all the people of the earth be gathered against it.
v, 6. In that day will I make the govenors of
Judah like a hearth of fitre among the wood, and
like a torch of fire in a sheafl, and thay shall de-
vour all the people round about, e, v, 6. And
v shall come to pass on that day, that T will seek
to destroy all the nations that come against Je-
rusalem. Ch. xiv. 2. For I will gather all na-
tions against Jerusalem, 1o batile; and the city -
shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the
women ravished, and half of the city go forth
into captivity, and the residue of the people shall
not be cut off from the city.” Then shall the
Lord go forth, and fight against those nations as
when He fought in the day of battle, &e. From
this testimony we mnay learn whom they of the
“peeple, and kindreds, and tongues, and mna-_
tions,’” are, which “shall see the dead bodies of
these prophets lying three days and a half in
the streets of Jerusalem, and shall not suffer
them to be put into’graves,” they are the * be-
siegers” of the holy city. In their’ success, for
the *city shall be taken and the houses rvifled,”
&ec.; these two prophets shall meet their fate,
““shall ba overcorme and slain.” ‘The idings of
their death shall guickly spread through the
ranks of their enemies, and cause great joy; v.
10, for, “ they that dwell upon the earth shall
rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall
send gifts one to another, because these two
prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.
But how short lived shall be their joy; for afler
three days and a balf, {literal days) the spirit of
life from (rod entered into them, and they sfood
upon their feet, ard great fear fell upon them
which saw them. ¢ Rejoice not against me, O
mine enemy, when I fall T shall arise,” &e., Mi-
cah vii. 8 We shall not here tarry to prove
that this resurrection is literal, if the two witness--
es are literal prophets. The city where. our,
Lord was crucified, the literal Jerusalem, the
death of the two witnesses a literal death, their
# dead bodies™ literally speaking, “dead bodies,’”
then must their resurtection also be a litezdl re-
apimation of these dead bodies, and the great
fear which fell upon them that saw them, literal-
ly speaking ; the terror which so unexpected a
sight would naturally strike into the hearts of
their murderers. The sdme is true of thelr as-
cension, v. 12. % And they heard a great voice
from Heaven, saying unto them, come up hither.
And they ascended up to Heaven in"a cloud,
and their enemies bebeld them.” How thisap-
plies exactly to the Testaments, we are not in-
formed: We hope, however, they never will be-
come  dead bodies,” in any possible sense, nor
ever depart out of this world in a cloud.
Connecled with this are”terrors truly awful,
v. 13—Grent earthquake, tenth part of the eity
fell, and in the earthquake 7000 stain, &e. v. 15,
Voices praclaiming the kingdoms of this world,
are become ihe kingdoms of our Lord and his
Christ, &¢.; and in verse 18, the resurrection of
the just; let any one compare this with chapter
xii, of Zachariah, from 1 to 6 verses, and hotice
the remarkable coincidence, and determine
whether the two prophets are not describing the
same eyent. 1. A, LABAGH.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

LETTER FROM REV. GEQ. DUFFIELD.

Detroit, Now. 17, 1840.

Mr. J. V. HmeEs :—~Dear Sir : — Through
some agency unknown to me, the *“ Signs of the
Times™ have been regularly forwarded to me,
since the appearance of the 7th number, I trans-
mit the amount of the annual sebscription, Te-
questing that the first six numbers may be for-
warded to complete the file.

The publication has given me pleasure. 1 bid
God-speed to every judicicus eflort to awalen
attention, and to spread, before a siumbering
church and world, the tokens of cur biessed Sa-
vior's approaching return to earth. A veritable
and visible manifestation of Him who was cru-
cified between two thieves, and his actnal occu-
pancy of earth as his awn inheritance—recover-
ed from the dominion and influence of the grand
usurper, and established in eternal blessedness
—are traths embraced i eommon by all evan-
gelical Christians. The precise date of this
manifestation, God has been pleased to lkeep
among the things not revealed, yet he has taught
us that *“ the coming of the Liord draweth nigh,”
and will have as endure with patience ail unjust
oppression, in the expectation that the day is not
distant when our wrongs shall be redressed by
his own most righteous and public ddjudications
and retribution.  Whether this manifes.ation for
the purposes of judogment, shall take place before
or after the millennium, is a2 question of immense
interest to the church and world, That it will
be pre-millenial, I have, by the force of Scriptaral
evidence, been gradually brought to beheve.
After rany years patient and laborious research,
and careful study of the principles of interpreta-
tion, vnfolded and established in the system of
prophecy iwself, approved by the expositions of
Providence already given ;—after due and can-
did consideration of the arguments and objections
advanced by FasEr, WarDLAW and other Jearn-

ed and confident writers, who maintain it to be b

post millenial ;—and after diligent investigation
of the entire norma loguendi of the prophets on
this sabject, and of the philogical import of He-
brew, Chaldee and Greek terms employed by
them, I can no longer doubi, or make the Bible
at all consistent with itself on auy other ground
than that the second advent of the great Redeei-
er will be pre-millenial. = The praciical mistakes,
and the inconsictant and falacions principles of
interpretation, which affect so large a proportion
of what are called the learned ministry in the
United States, whe have spiritualized, as they
say, but in fact, secularized, the nature of the
millennium, fll we with regret,—believing that
much of the beauty, glory and power of the Gos-
pel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has
been lost through the wisdom of the wise in de-
parting from the simplicity of faith,

“The kingdom of Heaven” is a dispensation
new, peculiar, glorious and eternal, of whose
near approach the Gospel is but the authorized
aaanciation—the good news. It is teadison,
originating, t00, in a comparatively late and cor-
rapt period of the church’s history, and not the
Flain testimony of the Sacred Scriptures, which
makes the kingdom of Heaven or of God to be
either the visible church in her officers, ecelesi-
astical constitutions, disciplice, and weibers, or
the énvirible church, comprising true Christians
of all sects,and being, as itis by a vague and im-
proper use of terms, called the spiritval kingdom
of Jesus Christ, which, He, by his Spiri, intro-

r—

duced into this world, and is bringing vpon its
population through the increase and spread of
irue religion., ‘The latter are indeed bis care,
for the protection and government of whom, for
their ultimate establishment in the kingdom of
Heaven, He is now exalted at the right hand of
the Maiesty on High—on his Father’s throne,
nol en his own,—administering the divine prov.
idence, and awaiting the arrival of the day, when
his enemies are to be made his footstool, and he
shall take possession of the kingdom which his
Father hath appeinted unto Him, and grant tv
his saints who shali have overcome, to sit with
him in his throne. Matt. 1ix, 28, Luke xxii. 29,
30, Rev. 1. 21 Psalms ex.l, Heb x. 13, The
secular views of those who make the kingdom
of Heaven and the essential nature of the millen.
nium, to be but the diffusion and prevalence of
principles now rejected and despised by the gove
ernments of earth, and often, I may add, by the
ecclesiastical bodies on which the church of God
is found, appear to e uot to deserve the name
of spiriinal, in its true and proper import; but
to be, in fact, derogatory of “the hope of our call-
ing and the riches of the glory of Christ’s inher-
itanice in the saints.” I mean no censure, but
speak in sober earnestuess,  What is wrong here,
God will judge. But believing that the king-
dom of Heaven is a new, and according to the
present constitution of the physical world, a mi-
raculous dispensation, —though bui the develop-
ment of higher, more wonderful, and recondne
laws of nature, of which we have not yet had
experience,—I T2joice to see, in any quarter, a
publication that wiil discriminate between tradi-
tionary explanations, and the plain statements
of the sacred Secriptures,—that will deny all
false assumptions and philosophical speculations,
Liowever consecrated by antiguity, that will eali
for proof of men’s assertions, and especiaily that
wiil expose the proud usurpations of that apos-
tate church, doomed to perdition, which, for ages
hdve paralized the power, and injured the spirit-
aality of Christians, while she has been proclaim-
ing herself to be the kingdom of Heaven, and his
holiness the pope, the vicegerent of Jesus Christ,
whose lofty pretensions have not been wholly
discarded from Protestant churches, but while
denying to the church of Rome the character
she arrogates, have affirmed themselves to be the
kingdom of heaven, and, in their struggles for
ecclesiastical dominion, have given occasion for
so much of ambition, and envy, amd jealousy, and
strife, and vain glory, and unhallowed passions,
schising among the professing people of God, in
direct opposition to apostolic counsels, and in
contrast with the humility and simplicity of the
primitive church.

The kingdom of Heaven Is the reign of Jesus
Christ, and of his risen saints together, over the
nations of the earth, not destroyed at his coming,
and not the peaceful and orderly, however hap-
py, subjugation of his people, during the present
digpensalion, unto his authority through the in-
strumentality of either civil or ecclesiastical pow-
er, or both. If I am a subject, I cannot bea
king. To call the church, in her members, as
governed by decrees, and councils, and ecclesi-
astical constitutions, {against the proper use of
which I mean not to object) the kingdom of
Heaven, when, © the kingdom and deminion
and greatness of the kingdom under the whole
Heaven” as they % shall be given (on the ever-
throw of the litile horn with Bis len kings) to
the people of the saints of the Most High,” ac-
cording te Daniel vii. 27, form both the epoch of
its rise and appearance, and the natiire of its
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constitution, seems to me, to say the very least,
a very great misnomer, Jadging and govern-
ing along with the blessed Redeemer, as his
clected kingsand priests, gathered out of ali ages
and generations prior to His coming,—the grand
Oligarchy of Heaven destined to reduce our ru-
inez world, to restore it to more than Eden like
bliss, are fcalures incomprehensibly more exalt-
ed and glorious, than either the incideutal or
direct influence of christian principles and of ec-
clesiastical men and copstitutions, upon the gov-
ernments of earth. The principles of the éos-
pel, and ecclesiastical establishments or socie-
ties, have nevef yet wholly brought a nation un-
der the dominion of Jesus Christ. The Legis-
lation and administration of justice, and execu-
tion of law, together with the character of the
functionaries of governinents, in many jnstances,
both civil and ecclesiastical, even among nomi-
nally christian natiens, are but a miserable com-
ment oa the vile hypocrisy, oppression, and in-
trigue, and perjury, which obtain in couris and
cabniets, and legislative assemblies. In some
cases, they may be restrained, and ever enlight-
ened by the prevalence of Chrisuanily among
the people. Butitis a: true, at this day, as it
was in the days of our Savier’s flesh, that His
kingdom iz not of this world. He said that he
came to send fire and a sword on the earth.
This would be the result of publishing his Gos-
pel, not peace; wars and rumors of wars, nation
vising up against nation, &e., should prevail ull
the time of the end. How has religion provok-
#d to persecation.  Oppression and injury have
never been long wanting. in some shape or oth-
er, so far as His true followers are concerned.
through much tribulation must the righteous en-
ter into the kingdom of Heaven. Yet are we
told, contrary to the experience of all past ages,
and contrary to the very word of Jesus Christ,
that the meek, silent, gradaal, and direct influ-
ence of religion, when the number of converis on -
the earth shall be multiplied, and revivals, and
missionaries be more numerous and extended,
will inwroduce and establish the millenial blessed-
ness, by constraining civil ralers to foster the
church of God, and by securing the general
prevalence of morality, virtue, and civilization.
[ look for no such things, but infinjlely greater.
During “the times of the Gentiles,” our Savior
has taught us, the reverse will be the fact, and
our business is, not 1o be concerned about the
strifes of parties, the politics of nalions, or our
own trials, but Lo seek to save the souls of men,
andito enlist soldiers for Jesus Clirist, to be mat-
shalled by Him at his appearing. His kingdom
*cometh not by observarion,” but will burst up-
on the world like & flash of lightening, and pros-
trate the nations, that have refused his sway,
like a desolaiing tempest. I iremble for the
judgments which will overwhelm, ere long, the
nations of Europe and Asia, especially those
found within the geographical lmiis of the four
great monarchies of Babylon, Meado-Persia,
Gieece, and Rome. whose ascendant influepce
and continuance in the world mark ¢ the times
of the Gentiles” as the Savior calls them, bat
whose destruction is predicted, and will be ge-
complished by Jesus Christ, by the brightness of
His coming, for the establishment of his kingdom
on, their ruins to bless and not to curse, as they
have done the nations of the earth. Apprehending
the dispensation of judgment, or Heaven’s sway
come down to earth, as near at hand, and to be
preceded by terrible calamities, distress of na-
tions and perplexity, men’s hearts failing them
for fear, and looking afier those things that are
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1o corae upon the earth, and believing it will be
introduced by terrible and appalling infiictions of
vengeance, by means of physieal agents, and di-
recily from the presence of Christ at his coming,
{ feel the immense importance of sending the
Gospel through the earth, and of multipying ef-
foris 10 prepare the church and the world, if pos-
gible, for that awful and eventful period, and
pray that I may be accounted worthy to escape
the desolations of the last day. Whether in the
flesh orin the tomb, quickened or raised from the
dead, I desire to stand before Him, without fear
or shame, at His coming.

Hoping that your paper may be of use in
sounding aa alarm to a guiity world, --in pro-
moting she heroism and vigor of Christians
and in pouring eontempt on the strifes and en-
vyings, and jealousies, and lustings after power,
so common n the churches, I am glad to see it
circulate, May it ever breathe the humble, ho-
Iy, forbearing, forgiving, meek, enduring, benev-
olent spirit of our blessed Lord, and not virw-
perate or denounce those whao see not the glovies
in reserve for the people of God. At the same
time I mast say that I regret there chould be any
positiveness about dates, and cacnlations found-
ed on them, to determine by the prophetic nam-
bers the precise thne of His coming. T feel con-
vinced that seme of your contributors are in
mistake here.  Also that in several respects, es-
pecially in their views about the Jews, they de-
patt from eir own principles of interpretation,
wny that some of their positions do not graduate
with important parts of the system of prophecy
given us in the Bible. We need to take care
how we Jose sight of any part,—all must be ful-
filled which God hath spoken.

Yours, &e. G. DUFFIELD.

Detroit, Nov. 17, 1840,

REVIVAL IN CARVER MASS.

Dear Bro. Himes.—As good idings from
* Zion'’ are, Lo the christian, like cold water to
a thirsty soul, T cannot refrain from communica-
ting 1o you a few interesting facts in relation to
the glorious * work of grace which has been in
progress in this place about three months.—
There had been, as has been recently ascertain-
ed, dating tha last summer, a work of the Spirit
progressing in the hearts ofa few individuals,
prepating the vay for the gracious visitation of
the Bavior, which is making * the wilderness to
blossom as the rose,” and the desert to rever-
brate with the songs of the redeemed.—But not-
withsianding a weork ¢f preparation for the re-
vival ** was progressing {or several months before
it comunenced, there were no vigible indicatious
of the oulpouring of the Holy Spirit, tiil Bro.
French visited this place, and gave a course of
lectures upon “ the 2d advent of Christ « near.”
Although the circumstances wnder which Bro,
F. commenced his labors here were discourag-
ing in the exireme,—as political fever, of the
most malignant character, having seized upon
nearly ali who professed to be the friends of God,
and shorn them of their spiritual strength,—~his
labors have been productive of an amount of
good, in completing the work of preparation [or,
and ushering in the “ revival,” which none of us
shall"be able to estimate eorrectly, till we reach
that stale in which it shall be knows how much
good or evil-every man has done in this world.
—Bro. French will have reason, in efernity, as
will many in this place, to praise his Savior, for
whaose * appearing” he is anxiously looking, that
he was permitted ta visit Carver, and, “ a mid-
night.’ to cry in the ears of a * sleeping church,’
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and a * slumbering people,”-* Behold the Bride-
groem cometh !”"—Some of the “ wise virgins,
“ have arisen,” and, * believing the night is far
spent, and the day of their redemption is ar
hand,” are trimming their lamps, that, * when
Christ shall appear, they may have confidence,
and not be ashamed before him at his coming !”
--Many of the * foolish” also have trimmed their
lamps, and, finding their was no oil in them.
{ihat they were desiitute of faith in God’s word,)
have made application to the Savior, who has
furnished them with oil, (*faith,”) by which
their Jamps (* bibl.s ') have been made to emit
a most brilliant light, to llume their pathway to
heaven.—Belween 90 and a 100 precious souls
give pleasing evidence of having* passed irom
death unto life,” and as many as 60 are anxious-
ly enquiring,—* what chall we do to be saved #”
The infivence of the work seems to be general,
every neighborhood in the town having shared,
1o a greater or less extent, in its blessing.—It is
so evidently the Lord’s doing that the mouths of
tae wicked ave closed ! and there is scarcely*a
dog to move his tongue against it!"~—There are
a few characteristics of the revival which, as
they are peculiarly interesting, I wili briefly no-
tice.m—

1st. Some of the converts had, previous to
their conversion, been ejected from all respecta-
ble society for “intemperance,” 10 which they
had long been notorjously addicted.~—For a fong
period their friends had abandoned all hope of
their reformation, and had consigned them, in
their anticipations, to the drunkard’s grave.—
But “ a change has come over them.” O kow
great ¢ change !—and now it may be said of
them,—* Behold they pray.”—They sip no more
at the fountain of physical, intellectual, and
moral death, but we see them, “siuing at the
feet of Jesus, clothed, and in their right mind,”

2d. Several of the converts are from among
that class of persons who are “vainly trying” to
believe the doctrine, first promulgated in our
world by the Devil, when he said to our mother
Eye—*" Ye shall not suvely die.”—One of this
number has commitied a large quality of « Uni-
versalist” books and publications to the * flames,”
in imitation of the example of the * Ephesian”
converls, (Acts XIX 19,) thus evincing the gen-
uineness of his conversion te the truth.—He
now openly and heartily repudiates the doe-
trine of '* Universal Salvation,” as tending only
to allure to destruction those who wish it were,
and therefore “iry to hope” 1t is true.

3d. Anoth-t interesting feature of the reviv-
al is,—it has talcen a fast hold of the strongest
mind in the place.—Of those whe have indul-
zed hope a large proportion are “ males,” from
30 to 50 years of age.~~A large number of
promising young men and women have been
subjects of the work, while the number of child-
ren who have shared jn it has been ‘extremely
small.—This fact has effectually closed the
mouths ef those who but for it, would bhave as-
eribed this work to a mere * human” agency,
which they are now compelled to zttribute to a
 super-humsn” power.

Ath.  Another fact worthy of record is, that
imore than 20 members of the “ singing cheir,”
connected with the Pedobaptist society, have
had a* new song" put into their mouths, who
can now “sing with the spirit, and with
the understanding also,” which adds much to
the interest of our religious meetings.—While
listening to their meldody, I am often made o
feel the force, and 1o ses the beaunty of Paul's
exhortation, (Col. IIT 16.)* Singing with grace
in your hearts to the Lord.”

e e e e e e e —]

Sth.  Another interesing fact is, that in 13
farnilies, bath the *“husband and wife” have
been hopefully converted.—In 8 more, the
husband has been brought inte spiritual com-
panionship with his wife who had previously
indulged hope.~In 15 more, either the * hus-
band,” or the  wife,” gives pleasing evidence of
having shared in the blessing of * regeneratng
grace.” Thus you will perceive that 49 of the
converis {more than one half of the whole nume
ber,} are heads of families.—

The oldest inhabitants in the town testify,
that this revival, in its great characteristic fea-
tures, and in the extent and power of its influ-
ence, s altogether unprecedented in the history
of revivals in this place..—The work received a
new impulse from the labors of Bro. French,
whe has just taken {we expect,) his final leave
of us, baving made us a second visiL—We
would say to our christian friends abroad, in the
language of the Pslamist * come magniiy the
Lord with us, and let us exalt his name togeth-
er.”—Some of us are expecting this revival will
contimue till Christ make his 2d appearance in
the clouds of heaven.—Is that faith which anti-
cipates such great things—unreasonalble?—But
T must close this scrawl, already extended to a
great lengih, than 1intended, when ] eommenc-
ed it, emiting some interesting partculars which
{ have not time to write, nor you room to pub-
lish.—Pray for us.—

Yours, {or the truth, through whatever medi-

um
' RICHARD THAYER.
Carver, Feb. 6. 1841.

THE RIGHT SPIRIT.

Mr. Himes,—I have now before me the 19th
No. of the Signs of the Times, and have just
been 1eading ihe piece headed © Search the
Scriptures.” 1 like the proposition made re~
specting Bible Classes being formed by those
who believe the second ndvent near. And while
our ministers are exclaiming, “ Why all this
excitement ? you need not look for the second ad-
vent—no, not yet for a thousand years:” let us
examine the word of Ged with ail diligence, and
see whether these teachers do mnot ““err; not
knowing the scriptures.

Christ once asked his hearers, Can ye not
discern the signs of the times.””  And has he not
now given us many sigas whereby we can see
the seriptures daily fulfiling? The Savior has
said—" And this gospei of the kingdom must
first be published among all pations.” Andis
not the gospel already spread far and wide? I
leave it for those who know better than myself,
1o tell what nasion there s, to whom some parta
of the Bible have not been sent. One thing is
certain, when the Bible is sent to all nations the
“ powers of heaven shall be shaken; and then
shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud
with power and great glory.” For Christ him-
self has spoken it. And though *“heaven and
earth shall pass away,” His words cannot fail.
The inspired apostie has said, “ Knowing this
first, that there shall come in the last days scof-
fers, saying, ** Where is the promise of his com-
ing, for since the fathers fell asleep all things
continue as they were from the begining of the
creation.” Is not this scripture fulfiled this day
in our ears? do we not already see men who
will not endure souné doctrine ? Can we nof
discarn that the love of many has waxed cold?
“Nevertheless, when the Son of man cometh shall
he find faith on the earth?
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The apostle says, * But ye brethren are not
in darkness, that day should overtake you as a
thief,” Do not these passages of scripture re-
mind us of what Christ has said in another place
++* Behold I have told you before ;" aand again,
“ What I say unto you Lsay unte all, Watch.”
“And when these things begin to come to pass,
then look up, and lift up your heads for your re-
demption draweth nigh.” While we are consider-
ing these things, let us, like the people of Bereas,
“ SBearch the scriptures daily,” to see “ whether
these things are s0.” * But what saith it? The
word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in
thy heart.”  Let us not be idle at the eleventh
bour. Itis a command, “ go ye also into the
vineyard,” * Neeing then that all these things
shall be dissolved,” let us who are looking * for
such things” be diligent. Let uvs meet on the
Sabbath day, and form Bible Classes, and in-
vestigate the subject, TLet “our conversation be
in beaven.” Thatis, on heavenly things. We
read that, “ They that feared the Lord, spake
often one to another, and the Lord hearkened
and heard i, and 2 book of remembrance was
written before Dhim, for them that fenred the
Lord, and that thought upon his name,” The
scriptures ave able to make vs wise unto sajva-
tion. “For the wise shall understand.” “ And
he that is wise, is wise for himsel{—and bhe that
scorneth, he alone must bear it.”  Then let not
christians be idle, or weary, in well deing, but
“wotk while the day lasts.” What if we are
accused of ¢ stirring up the people ' The apos-
tles were accused of more thah this, even of
“turning the world up side down.” My prayer
to God is, that we may not only stir up the peo-
ple by putting them * in remembdrance of these
things,” but stir up our own minds also, that we
Jmay bz ready when we shall be called to meet
our Judge. We.shall make but poor soldiers,
indeed, if we cannnt endure to have the finger of
scorn poinied atus for Christ’s sake. The apotless
rejoiced that they were accounted worthy to suf-
fer shame for his sake.”” Think, too, of the
martyrs and * others who had trial of evael mock-
ing and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were
sown assunder, were tempted, were slain with
the sword, they wondered about in sheep skins.
and goat skins, being destituteafflicted, tormented
of whom the world was not worthy. They wan-
dered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens,
and in caves of the earth.”  And shall we blush
to say that we think the sessnd advent near?
No, let us boldly take our stand, for the sound
has already gone out, * Behold the bridegroom
cometh,” and shall we not listen to it ? shall we
sit and seal our lips in silence, for fear we shall
not be thonght popular?  No—let us arise and
trim our lamps, lest coming suddenly, the Judge
should find us sleeping. For now 1s our salva-
tion nearer than when we first believed. Let
us pray earnestly that we ourselves may be rea-
dy to enter in'to the marriage supper of the
Lamb, having on the wedding garment. Let us
tell sioners 1o awake, and flee from the wrath o
come, lest the angel which John saw standing
“gpon the sea and upen the earth, should Lift
his hand to heaven and swear by him that liv-
eth forever and ever”  that there should be time
0o longer.” For *inthe days of the voice of
the seventh angel whep he shall begin tosound
the mystery of God,” will ** be finished as he hath
declared to his servanis the prophefs.”” Then
they that are ready will go * in with him to the
marriage, and the door ™ will be « shu.”  For
the time is at hand, He thatis unjustlethim

be unjust still, and he thatis filthy let him be

filthy still, and he that is rightecus, let him

be righteous still—and he that is holy let him ke

holy still. I- M. F.
Boston, Jaun. 28, 1841,
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BIBLE STUDENT’S MANUAL.

We ure desirous of giving every facility in our pow-
er to a right understanding of the Holy Secriptures,
The spirit of inquiry in the community 2t the present
time, is so great, that we have been induced to pre-
pare a Manual, and Note Book te aid the Bible Stu-

“ture.

dent in his study of Chronology and Prophecy.

It contains Mr. Miller’s Principles of Interpreta-
tion—Dictionary of Prophetic Figures—The Chronol-
ogy—Ferguson on the seventy weeks-——and age of
Christ, with a new Chart of Chronology of the world ;
and the prophetic periods. 1t will be an invaluable aid
to a ready and correct understanding of the prophetic
periods as illustrated in Mr.Miller’s Lectures. Several
pages of blank paper are added for a note book, for
the convenience of those who hear Mr, Miller lec-
With this litile Manuel in ‘heir hands, by close
application, they may get 2 good knowledge of the
theory in hearing one course of leclures.

It will be out the first of March.

Y7 No. 1 of Volume . will be out early in Marceh,
in 2 new dress. We shall expect full returns before
we publish a second nomber.

The next volume will be sought afier and read.
This ig all we have to say about i now : except, that
they who seek in an honest way, will find.

Vol. 1. Do you wish to bind it? Leave yournumbers
at 204 Hanover Street, and it can be done for you
cheap. If you lack any numbers ihat we have, we
will supply them.

$EF>We have about got through with the discns-
sion of the Twe Fitnesses for the present. -

7 In future the articles in our paper will be
shorter, Correspondents will help us to abridge.

§=We shall get the next number out early.

;7 Bibie Reader is an excellent man. Our read-
ers may be assured that he i3 a devoted friend of the
cause ; though be differs from many. We say this in
Justice to B, R.

;7> Correspondents will be patient. Justice will
be done,

AGENTS. We would inform our friends that Wm.
8§ Miller, Esq. of Low Hampion, N. Y.,is our Agent
for the Signs of the Times. He has also for sale Mil-
ler’s Views, Leciures, apd the Report of the Confer-
ence. Signs of the Times §1,00. Miller’s Views,
and Lectures, $50,00 per hundred. Report of Con-
ference §$25,00 per 100,

Mr. Nelson G. Howard, Rutland Vt. is our Agent,
and has the same works, Also Elder L. D. Fleming,
Portland Me. Friends in the vicinity of these Agents
can get any wopply they wish of the above works.

Mr. Miller is now leciuring in Andover, but is ex-

pected to return to Boston the.first of March.
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SECOND ADVENT HYMNS.

The glorious second advent of Christ and his < gy<
erlasting kingdom’’ *“ at hand,”’ iz a doctrine abun-
dantly sustained by testimony from every source, and
from all ages since its being first foretold. All the
prophets and muses of the Old Testament, foretold
and described its coming. (Acts. xxvi. 2223, 1 Thess.
w. 1617, Mot only so, but Christ and all the apos-
tles of the New Testament did the same, and maize
toin that it was so done in the Old Testament. {Mat,
24th and 25th chapters, Acts.iii. 20 22, &c. Deut.
xviii 15—20. 2 Pet, iii. 2—4, 10—13. Jude 14 and 15th
verses.} The fathers of the primitive churches dur-
ing the first two or three centuries have done it
Luther and the reformers of his day, three centuries
ago, did 1. The published creeds of the Christian
church, in"all ages, so far as can be learnt, have done
it, and are doing it Lo this day. And morethan this,
the various denominations of Christians are even now
pubhshing the glad tidings of this glorious advent, in
their devotional Psaims and Hymns which are to be
found, more or 1ess common In thelr various seleec-
tions, se far ag the several denominations have pe-
lections compiled especially for thermselves. It s
true that the mass of church liymns wiich have been
composed, in these latter days of declension and put-
ting ** far away the evil day,”” do leave out entirely
the great events of the coming of ¢ Jesus gnd the res-
wryection,”’ treating rather upon the interesis of the
church in this world, and occasionally the things of
a future state, to he witnessed at the death of indi-
viduals, rather than at the blessed appearing of Christ
* the second time twithout sin wnlo salvalion”’ (Heb.
ix. 28.)

After all, there iz yet remaining such a love of
Christ’s futme coming in glory, that 1t.3s abundantly
retained in the hymns of the various denominations,
so far as they have severally made selsctions for
themselves. The doctrine is also retained in Watts®
versification of many of the Psalms, although in some
instances, where the Psalms appear to teach the com-
ing of the Lord to judgment, Watis has rather given
them a d:fferent sense. These second advent hymns,
generally written long ago, and in the better faithef
the church, are considered such animpertant helpin
the advancement of this cause, that I now propose
giving a series of them in the Signs of the Times, not
only for present devotional purposes and instruction,
but as another decisive testimony, that the church in
all ages, has publicly professed and sung their faith
of the second coming of Christ, and publicly profes-
ses the same still, though many now, rather think ps
heretics for doing it. BCF™ See the progf passages and
doudt not. I

—

MR. MILLER'S LAST ARTICLE TO BL
BLE READER ON THE TWO WIT-
NESBES.

Dear Bro, Hmes—I pereeive that  Bible
Reader™ is not yet satisfled with the views which
I have given of the two wilnesses ; and as the
discussion seems to take a turn unfavorable to g
more clear exposition of the text in question, }
shall feel i1 1o be my duty to close my communi-
calions with Bible Reader, showing, Ist.—
That the Law and the Gospel are called wit-
nesses ; see Rom. iii. 21—also Math. xxiv, 14—
John v. 39. The Render will take notice that
the Law and Prophets, tite Gospel, and Scripture
are Witnesses for Jesus. Iam astonished ihat
the -+ Bible Reader” should overlook these pas-
sages. 2d. The word of God is said to be fire—
see Jer. v. 14—and to consume people. I do
pot wish to write the same srguments which 1
have heretsfore given ; this would tire the read-
ers, and do me no good, nor our brother, the
Bible Reader; for [ have fairly answered some
of his objections, yet he regards jt not.  “Bible
Reader,” I perceive, thinks the Scriptures could
not be the iwo witnesses, because they had no
appeared (the two witnesses) when J chn wrate.
How then can Elijak and Enoch, who had both
been on the earth and prophesied before, e the
wo witnesses? For he says, it is plain that
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these two wiinesses had not yel appeared, and
exhibited their testimony when John wrote.”

# Now does Mr. Miller believe that Zachariah
saw the New Testamenot Scriptures, when, as
yet, not one word of it had been spoken, nor had
been revealed, and of course could not hiave been
written unll centuries alter his time?”

Mrc. Miller does believe that the New Testa-
ment Scriplures were revealed to Abraham ; see
Gen. xvil. 4 10 8—also in the types and shadows
of the Mosaic Covenant.  Also by the Psalmist
and al! the Prophets, Texts might be multiplied
to show that the Old Testament contains the re
velation of the New; but let a few suffice ; see
Acis §i. 16—iii. 24 1o 26—vii. 51 to 53,

How can « Bible Beader” get over, and not
regard all these passages which show the law
and gospel to belong 10 the Old Testament as
wellas the New ? And that the candlestick was
but one, with two branches, and one olive tree
with two branches ; see Psalw cxix. 105; Zech-
ariah iv. 12, Iknow of no evidence that Eb-
jah and Enoch are to be witnesses, and that they
can suffer death after being in an immortal state
thousgnds of years ! 1 But | am tired of a con-
troversy where no hght is obtained, and shall
take my leave of “ Bible Reader.”

Yours, &c. WM. MILLER.

Boston, Feb. 16, 1841,

CONFERENCE CIEKCULAR UNNO-
TICED.

Although no periodical, save the Union Her-
ald, has copied this Circular, multitudes of chris-
tians have read it, where it has been published.
And sofar as | can learn, no evapgehical chris-
tian feels desirtous, or prepared to array himself
against it.  In all cases yet, I have heard none
ether than a favorable apinion of it where an
opinion has been given; though, as it appears,
rom some cause, there is with many persons, and
especially with ministers and editors, who have
long been teaching the fable of a spiritual king-
dom of Christ in this world, a backwardness to
express their opivion when favorable; and prob-
ably, because the human mind is more slow to
confess its own mistakes, or errors, than those of
other men. One elderly clergyman and pastor,
long an advocate of the Millenium in z4és world,
rather than, of the glorious kingdom itself at
hand, read the Circular, though at my request,
and for his own satisfaction. Then making no
corments himself on iy, and apparentty design-
ing notto do it in my hearipg, I asked hum
what he thought of the doetrine and proof it
contained. He frankly replied, * it appeared to
be written in a very good spirit,” and gave no
further answer. ‘The truth appears to me to be
stnply this. Such teachers of an opposite doc-
trine are embarrassed with the overwhelming
proof it contains that their long assumed self
flattering positions are wrong. It at once up-
seis iheir whole fabric of supposed scripture
doctrine of the kingdom ; or as one of thein told
me—* It places a lever directly under the foun-
dation of all our long received views-of theolo-

.»  And their difficulty with it seems to be,
that they can find no power sufficiently strong 1o
remove 1t before it shall¥ everturn, and overturn,
and overturn,” effectually, till he shall “come
whose right it is,” &c. Iis hold, when fastened,
is too sirong ; and the mighty weight of eternal
truth balanced upon the opposite exiremity of
the lever, forbids its ever being displaced by the
comparative chaff of modern human traditions.
If the Circular contained one gross absurdity,
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or one palpably unscriptural position, we might
expect to hear of it, again and again; or, were
many of its positions gross and absusd, no doubt
hundreds of periadicals, farand near,would most
readily copy and trunpet them through the land,
so far as necessary, to expose them. -Because
cladly would they destroy the influence of the
Confetence in its boldly assailing, as it has, this
very stroug hold of the powers of datkness. It
most be 56 called, if Christ's preaching shell be
understood literaily, and also, his instruction to
his ministers, in commanding them to preach
Y akhways, ever unta the end af the world,” suy-
wng, “ Repent, for the kingdom of hearen is ai
hand.” L

THE NATIONS.

We give the following articles to our Teaders be-
cavse they so fully express our sentiments of the
present condition of the Nation. No one will con-
sider them fanatical, when they consider, thot fhey
are from the pen of the Rev. Parsons Cooke, edilor of
the ¢ Puritan,”” He ‘‘ discerns the signs of the
times,’? yet for want of correct information, he op-
poses the views we advocale of the Adrent near.

Ep.

WARLIKE ASPECT OF THE WORLD.

A feverish excitemnent pervadesall the nations
of Europe ; and a fearful looking for of war,
without a definite expeciation of the sources from
which it is ta come. Each nation seems to be
jealous of all the rest, and assuming an atitade
of self defence, without any decided grounds to
expess an assault from any other. France has
an armmy of a half-million of men under arms,
and is employing her utmost energies, to put it
in a postore for immediate action , and she is
basily at work increasing her navy., And it re-
quires alt the wisdow of her king and his min-
isters, to held her impetnous war-spiritin check;
yet none has given her decided provocation for
war.

England is far ahead of France, preparing for
war with all her might, and not over serupulous
aboul giving occasions for war. She is shock.
1ng what remaining sense of justice there is in
the world, by Ler atrocious proceedings against
China. She appears wiiling to provoke this na-
tion into a contest with her, by her unceremo-
nious over-stepping of our boarders, and her in-
sulting interference with our African trade. Tt
really seems as if the taste of blood, which the
British lion had recently got in the butchery of
thousands in Syria, and in opening war upon
China, had made him rampant, and willing to
engage with all the rest of the world.

In Spain and Portugal, the war spirit, which
has had no rest for an age, is ail activity, Por-
tugal is arming as actively as if war had now
begun.—Even the students in military schools,
are called into active service. And Spain is pot
behind in preparation and expectation of war,

Switzerland has declared her determinations
upon an armed ueutrality. Holland, in her
newspapers,is sounding a charge against France.
In Austria, the most active warlike preparations
are going forward, Against Russia, jealousies
are alive, lest she is about to unite with France,
in a war with England.

Such ate the present condition and mutual
telations of the several conniries ofthe Christian
world. Now what mean these notes of dread-
ful preparation? For what end has Providence

taken ofithe checks that were upon the demon of
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war, and suffered bim te come thuas fur forth 2

Is it to show how easy he can command him
baek, and hnsh the sgitated world to peace 7 Or
are we upon the eve of a war as extensive as the
preparations ? To human appearance, it now
requires but a spark to set the whole world in a
blaze ! And it is natural to believe, that times
of great distress and carnage are at hand, lead-
ing on 10 some great revolution in the state of
christendom. And though the work of evange-
lizing the nations, seems not yet in sufficient
forwardness, to juslify the belief that the great
battle of Armageddon, which is to end in the
overthrow of anti-Christ, is now in its com-
mencement ; yet that is not clearly impossible.

And while there are upon the earth signs, “in
the distress of nations with perplexity, the sea
and the waves roaring, men’s hearts failing them
for fear, and for looking after those things which
ave coming on the earth,” itis nataral {or the
Christians to be looking for the signs of the com-
ing of the son of man, We are truly living in
an eventful day ; and the expectation of the com-
ing of that great eventin our day, may be con-
firmed by the facts stated in the article next be-
low.

COLLISIONS OF PROTESTANTISM
AND POPERY.

The relations of these two interests, are now
in more geperal and active hostility, than at any
peried since the rteflormation., In England,
strenuous and successful efforts are made by pa-
pists, to mulliply churches and proselytes.

Then the Oxford divines are throwing broad
cast, the seeds of popery, under another name.

In Ireland, the tide is séiting in the opposite
divection. Oun the continent, most of the popish
nalions have a sprinkling of protestants, who are
lsbonving with new encouragements and success,
to disseminate their principles. And in these
same nalions, the zeal of papists is kindled to an
unwanted flame, in sustaining missions to prot-
estant nations, apd especially to this country, as
well as also to heathen countries, Then it has
become a matter of seitled policy with the pa-
pists, to send their emissaries to all placesin hea-
then nations, where are successful protestant
misstons, in order, if possible, to prevent the con-
version of the heathen. Andin this work they
have enlisted some of the most powerful govern-
ments of Europe.  The navy of France becomes
the tool of the popish priesthood, in an attempt
o crush the Sandwich island mission. And the
causes of iritation between these two interests
are increasing, and each is successful in making
inroads upon the other, Let things run on in
this train a lew vears longer, and the peints of
exasperating collision continue to multiply, as
they have done, and such a popular feeling will
be raised, as will merge all other coufiicting in-
terests in itself, and range the several nations in
a general war, for and against popery ; sucha
war as prophecy makes that to be, which is im«
mediately to precede the universal peace. While
the signs portend so much of evil, it is well to
draw our consolation from the promise which
the gospel holds out, that all these overlurnings
are 10 pave the way for him whose right it is to
Teign.
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EXPLANATION OF THE ABOVE DIAGRAM.

14a % is the length of the vision, 2300 days. Dan. viii.
@ b is from the commencement of the vision to the
league between the Jews and Romans, a perod of 299
years, during whi“h time the Persian and Grecian king-
doms exercised their power over the Jews successively.
The Jews enter mio this league whth the Romans that
they may be saved (rom the power of the Greeians, 158
years B. €. 1 Mac. vin. Dan. x). 23, Ilere com-
mences the history of the fourth or Roman kingdom,
Dan. vii. 7, 8, a3 a persecuting power under its dif-
ferent forms; 1ist. Pagan Rowe, 666 yemrs, 24.
Christian Rome, or the ten kings, who have their power
one hour with the beast, Rev. xvii. 12, which we shall
prove 15 30 years  3d. Papal Rome, or the won of the
civil and ecclesiastical powers of Rome, to the ime of
the end, or taking away of the civil power, 1260 years.
Dan. vi. 25, x4, 75 Rev. xi. 2, xin. 3. 4th. From the
taking away the civil power 1o the final destruction of
Daniel’s fourth kingdem, with the brightness of the
coming of Chyist, 2 Thess 11, 8, a pertod ot 45 years

b ¢ 13 from the league to the bisth of Chust, 138
years.

¢ d is the life of Christ, 33 years.

ds the death of Christ, which seals or establishes
the vision at which seventy weeks of years of the vision
are accomplished. Dan, ix, 24,

The question may be asked, how are we (o know the
seventy weeks, equal to 490 days, were fulfilled m
years, each day & representative for a year?

Ans. The seventy weeks are divided into three
parts. Dan. ix. 26—27. Inow therefore and understand,
that from the going forth of 1the commandment o ye-
store and baild Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince
shall he seven weelts and sixty-two weeks, and he shall
confirm the covenani with many for one week, 27,

Ist. The 7 weeks of yrs.== 49 yrs. was literally ac-
comphished  under
Ezraand Nehemiah,
who were governors
over Jerusalem 49
years, in which time
the walls were re-
built,
2d. The 62 weeks of yrs==434 yrs, brings us down
to 26 years after
Christ’s birth, ard to
the 15th year ol the
reign of Tiberius
Cmsar, Luke iii. 1,
and lo the beginning
of the gospel of Je-
sus Chnst, Mark
1 1.
1 week of yrs.— 7 yrs. The ministry of
John apd Christ, 3%
years each.

3d.

0 490 years.

Here then we bave 70 weeks of the vision, or 490
days, fulfilled in years, which brings us down froin uts
commencement to the death of Christ, which establish.
es the vision, and gives the length of a prophetic day.

« As further proof,”’ says a late writer, «let any one
examine the chronology, as given by Rollin or Jose-
phus, from the Tth year of Ariaxerxes to the 22l
year of Tiberius Ceesar, which was the year our Lord
was crueified, and he will find it was 490 years.”

It is the opinion of some, that Christ was born four

years before the commencement of our Christian era.
But admitting this a faet, it does not alter the seal of
the vision ; it only makes Christ four years older at his
death, which some of the learned suppose was the fact,

Let it be distinclly understood, that “the vision”
which foretels the death of Christ, fortels Lis seeond
coming, and his death, not his birth, seals ¢ the vision;”
henee we reckon back [rom 4 to & 440 years, and from
410k forward 10 his second coming, which includes
the whole vision, 2300 years.

Now from Dan, vii. 14, 2300 days or years,ashas
been proved, take ¢ ic 24, 490 “ “ “
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and we ascertain that 1819 years from ihe death
of Christ, his seccond coming and the first resurrection
talke place.

£ ¢is from the death of Chyist (o the taking away of
the daily sacrifice or pagan worshup, a period of 475
years, which we obtain from the numbers given in Dan.
3. 11, 12, represenied by e g, 1290 days, and e ,1335.
That the 1335 days end at the first resurrection, is evi-
dent from Dan. xii. 13, for Daniel was to rest, that is,
to die, and stand in hus lot at the end of the days, that
is, at the resurrection.

1L hus been ascertained that the line d %, that is, from
the death of Christ to the resurreceion, is 1810 years
The careful teader will cbserve that the lines d 2 agd
¢4 end at the resurrection, or at the end of the vision.
Now to ascertain when the daily sacrifice was taken
sway and the abomination that makeih desclate set up,
Dan. xii. 11, from 4 b= 1810 years,

tale e = 1335

We find de to be 475 years. To & ¢ add ¢ 4,
Christ’s age, 33

and we find that in A. D. 508 the daily sacrifice was
t%ken away. See” Dan. vui. 11; xi. 31; Rev, xvi.
16, 17.

In the A.D. 476, the Western empire fell, and before
A. D. 490, ten kings had nrisen upon its Twas, Dan. vil.
7, and formed ten separate kingdoms; France was the
prineipal. These kingdoms were all governed by Pagan
kings; and we are yoformed by history, that in the ey
of Rome and other places in the empre, these Fagan
conguerors sacrificed men, women, and chnidren to their
supposed deities ; and that in A. D. 496, Clovis, king of
France, was converted and haptized inte the Christian
farth ; and that the remainder of these kings embraced
the rehigion of Cluist shortly after, the last of which
was christanized A. D. 508} since which Christianity
has been the religion of Rome. At this period com-
mences Christian ilome, or the ten kings, who have their
power one hour with the beast. -See Rev. xvii. 12, At
this period the abomination that maketh desolate 15 set
up for 1290 days, which, from Christ’s guotation, (See
Mat. xx1v. 15, and Luke xxi. 20,) we learn to be the
Roman armes of civil powet of Rome, and when these
ten kings give their kingdom or power unto the beast,
Rev. xvii. 13—17, then commences the reign of the
little horn or papal power, (see Dan. vii. 8--24,) whose
age we find to be 1260 days. See Dan. vil. 25; xil 7;
Rev. xi. 2; xiil. 5.

Now from e g
abomination that maleth
desolateis setup,take f g = 1260 the reign of age of pa-
pal Rome, and we have ——
ef, the age 30 days,each daya year,of
Christian Rome. Addce = 508

= 1290 days, the time that the

and we have ¢ f == 538, the A. D. that the papal

e —

power was established. A.D. 534, Tustinian, the Greek
emperar, constituted the Bishop of Rome head of all the
churches, and 538 conquered Eome and established
the pope in his see. We are now brought down to g, or
end of the civil power of Rome, Dan. vii. 26. A.D.
1798, the pope of Rome lost hig evil power. On the
fifteenth of February, Berthier, 2 French general, en-
tered Rome with a French army, deposed the pope,
sbolished the papal government, and erected the repub-
lic of Italy, The pope was taien prisoner, was carried
Ly them 2 prisoner first to Lienna in Tuscany, frora
thence to Florence, aflterwards to Grenoble, then te
Valence, in France, where he died, on the nineteenth of
August, 1799 ; since which tinse the pope of Rome has
exercised no power cver any of the kings in Europe, or
the Protestant church.

We are now brought to g, the commencement of the
time of the end, (see Dan. x1i.9,) or taking away of the
civil power of the pope.

Now from ¢ % == 1335 days

take ¢ g == 1200 «

and we have gh = 45 years, ot time of the end from
the taking away of the civil power to the resurrection.
As a part of the vision from its commencement to the
death of Chyist was fulfiled in years, each day a year,
it proves that all of it is to be fulfilled in years, there-
fore T shall use years in recapiulating our reckoning
of the vision.

Vears.
Line a? = 299. From the commencement of the vie-

ion to the leagne, Pan. xi. 23.

# pgi 158. From the league to the birth of
Christ.

“ gd ¢ 33, Christ’s age.

« ge 475, TFrom Christ’s death to taking away
daily sacnifice.

# g f ¢ 30, Christian Rome.

“ fgt 1260. Papal Rome.

“ ‘gh ¢ 45, Thetime of thegnd.

a k= 2300 years, the length of the vision.
Let us now prefix the date to the several letters.
157 B. C.

158 U 14

Christ's birth.
33 A. D. Christ’s death.

508 Daily sacrifice taken away.

538 Papal power set up.
1798 Cawvil power of the pope taken away.
1843 End of the vision, or Second Coming of

Christ.

Wore.—And now, dear reader, do you believe that
Christ will appear persorally again on this earth, to
raise his dead saints, change his living to immortality,
receive them to the marriage supper of the Lamb, and
by his angels gather everything out of his kingdom
which offends, and them which do miquity, that the
righteous may shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of
their Father, that he may be glorified in his saints.
and admired in all them that believe ?

Are you willing to believe thatin kitfle more than
two years, these awful and glorious events will take
place according to promise and prophecy ? .

If you are, then lifi up your heads and rejoice, for
your redemption is nigh. See to 1t that your lamp is
burning, that your faith is active, that your leins are
airt with truth, that you are established in the truths of
God’s word. For the vi;ior; is ea).::t fc:lr a:tl_a,ppomwd
ime; nd it shall s and not lie,
time; but at the end 1t P O TRENCH.
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2. Come then O my soul, and think on that day,
When all things in nature shall cease and decay,
The trumpet shall sound, the angels appear,
To reap down the earth both the wheat and the tares.
Rev. xxi- 6, Matt. xxiv, 31, 2 Thess, iv. 16, Matt. xiii. 39, 4q, 41.
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6. But hear the kind judge, that great day alarms,
First gather my children all into my arms,
That sever last plagues be poured out on.those
Who’ve blasphemed my name and my saints have opposed.

Ps. 1. 36, Matt. xxiv. 31, Rev. xvi. 1—21.

8. But hear the sad cry ascending, the sky 7. Come hither, ye tribes, your sentence receive,

Of those in distress who have no where to iy,
They call for the rocks and mountains to fall,
Upen their poor souls for to hide them from thrall.
Rev. .. 7, ix. 6, vi. 16, Hoa. x. 8, Luke xxiii. 30.

4. Twill all be in vain, ithe mountains must flee,
The rocks fly like hailstones and shall no more be,
The ecarth it shall shake, the sea shall retire,
And this solid world shail then be all on fire.

Rev. vi. 14, xvi. 20, 21, xvi. 18, xxi. ¥, Matt.

5. Then, O wretched mortals, look up and *spy
The glorious Bedeemer descending the sky,
On chariois of fire, to earth he is bound,
With guardsof bright angels attending him down,
Matt. xxiv, 30, 2 Kings vi. 17, Dan. vir. 10, 13, Mait.
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OBITUARY,

Died in Lowell, Mass. Jan. 28th, of con-
sumption, sister Eliza C. A, Spragu~, wife of
Dr. 8. L. Sprague, formerly of Boston, aged 28.

Sister Sprague professed faith in the hely
Bedeemer eight years ago, aand has hecn from
that day 10 the time of her death.a faithfal fol-
lower of the Lamb of God--a Bible christian.
Her whole heart was in the cause of her Re-
deemer. She earnestly looked for “the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Savior”—
ever watching for his approach. She sought by
all means to be ready and to persuade others to
te ready also. Being industrions and expert
with her needle, from the fullpess of her heart,
she gave half she earned for the support of the
cause of Christ. Her hoase was the pilgrim’s
kome ; the servants of God were cver welcomne ;
with a warm heart to partake of her beunty.

By her death the Zion of God have lost a
sure and tried {riend.  She died one of the most |
trinmphant deaths that I ever knew., Time
would not permit me to notice 4l the blessed
words she spoke in her dying hours. Suffice it
t9 say, she was perfectly ready; her work was
done, She felt calmly asleep 1n Jesus, and now |
vrests with the [athers.” Her funeral was at-
2nded at the first Christian church on Sunday ]
afternoon, by an overwhelming congregation |
whe mourned for their loss ; but we all felt that |
our loss was her gain. May Gol bless the be: |
reaved hushand,and sanctify this dispensation to |
the chureh. §
Tmtoruy Core, |

827 Bro. Heury Jones, of New York City, is
enr Agent for the “ Signs of the Times,” in
that city and vicinity. He is also a regular con-

tribntor to the paper.
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i. 1,2 Pet, iii. 7, 10, 12.

xxiv. 20, 81, 2Thes. 1. ¥
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New and Valuable Work,

MILLER’S VIEWS.

Swrramtcs

This work will he of'the snme size and style of the Boston
editon of Mr. Miller’s Lectures, It will contwin a large
amount of new and interesting matter. It will throw wuch
light upon his othey Jectures; panticukndy in his guide to the
right mtermetation of Senpane and lus Chronulogy ; with
the chronology of prophecy,  The fullowing table of contents
will give some iden o ithe wok,

CONTENTS.
1. Memoir of Wiiliam Mitier.

11, Mr. Miller’s Influence uypon the People.

111, Rules of Scriptural Interpretation.

1V. Explanation of Prophetic Figures.

V. Synopis of Mr. Miller’s Religious Views.

VI. A Bible Chrenology from Adam to Christ.
VII.. A Dhssertation on Prophetic Chrenolegy.

PART SECOND.
ADDRESS AND LECTURES,
I. An Address io the Believers in the Secoand
Advent near.
II, Lecture on the Battle of Gog—Exek. xxxix.
111,
I1L. Lecture on the two Stickg~Ezek. xxxvi. 15-17.
IV, Lecture on the Times and its Duties—Rom.
xH.—12
Y. Lecture on What is Truth—John xvili, 38.
¥1. Leeture on theVisions of Exekiel-Ezck. xii. 27.
VII. Lecture on the Harvest of the World—Rev.
xiv, 16.

LETTERS,
I. On the SBecond Advent
II. On the Return of the Jews
IIl. To M1, Cambell, on the Little Horn, Evening
and Morning Vision, Jews® Return, Millen-
pium before the Resurrection
IV. Closing of the Door of Merey—Millennium—
The Chl‘ol’lology
V. Mr. Miller recovering—Disappointment in be-
ing deprived of meeting the Conference—
Fhis Resignation, &ec.

APPENDIX.
I. Extract from Fergerson’s Asironemy
II. Extract from the ** Present Crisis’’
HI Views of the eloging of the Door of Mercy

The above work may be had of the subscriber, 204 Han-
over St., $6 per doz and retail, 62 otz. M. A. DOW.

No longer my spirit shall strive and be grieved,
My sentence is right, my judgment is just,
Come hither ye blessed, but depart all ye cursed.

Matt. xxv. 31—24, xli. 46, Gen. vi. 3, Ps. cxix. 75.

8, O, sinners take thonght, and seek yo the Loxd,

I have not been jesting, it is Christ’s own word,
That those who've done good, in glory shall stand,
While those who’ve done evil, shall surely be damned.

Isa. L. 6

, Mait. vil. 7, John v. 28, 29, Rev. xiv. 1, vii. 4, 9,

9, So farewell, I leave you pondering your wiy,
The Lord seal instruction to what I now say,
Your souls te God’s throne be poured out in prayer,
That you be prepared to meet Christ in the air.

1 Thess., v. 17, Acts. it, 21, 1 Thess. iv. 7.
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